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Biographical Note

Robert Dale Norris created this collection as a full-time rare book dealer after a career in law.
Norris, an Arkansas native, attended high school in Ponca City, OK, graduated with a history
degree from Westminster College, PA, a law degree from University of Missouri and a master’s
degree from New York University Law School. He served two years as an Army infantry officer
and in the Judge Advocate General’s office. He also served during the Vietnam War. Norris
retired in 1982 with the rank of major from the Army Reserve. Following his retirement from
military service, he continued to act as historian for the Oklahoma Army Reserves. Norris wrote
a report for the Oklahoma Commission to Study the Tulsa Race Riot of 1921 focusing on the
actions of the Oklahoma National Guard.

Scope and Content Note

The Black American Military Experience Collection traces the black military experience from
colonial times through the Gulf War. These experiences are documented in personal narratives,
biographies, and regional, world and regimental histories. The collection covers a wide range of
topics relating to race relations and the social and economic world of blacks through history.

The theme of race relations is an important focus of the collection. The collection documents the
change in the perception of black peoples and their culture over time, especially in the last
century. Race riots are one subject covered extensively, especially the Tulsa, Oklahoma Race
Riot of 1921. The collection is primarily books, but also contains some manuscripts, interviews,
clippings, maps, and reports.

Subject Headings

These and related materials may be accessed under numerous subject headings in the Oklahoma
State University Libraries online catalog.

The following subject headings list many of the subjects covered but is not comprehensive.
Individual names, organizations and locations are not listed with the exception of Tulsa,
Oklahoma due to the extensive coverage of the 1921 riot.



Africa --Civilization.
African Americans --Associations, institutions, etc.

African Americans --Biography.

African Americans --Music.

African Americans --Societies, etc.
African American soldiers.

African Americans --Folklore.

African American wit and humor.
African American women --Biography.
African Americans --West (U.S.)
Afro-Americans --History --1877-1964.
Afro-Americans --Oklahoma --Tulsa.
Afro-Americans --Religion --History.
Afro-Americans. Slavery --United States.
Afro-Americans --Suffrage.

American literature --Afro-American authors.
Blacks. Africa --Description and travel.
Cherokee Indians --Oklahoma --History.

Ethnology.

Etiquette.
Europe --Colonies --Africa.

Freedmen.

Korean War, 1950-1953 --

Ku-Klux Klan

Lynching

Mobs.

Muslims --United States

Philippines --History --Insurrection, 1899-1901.
Plantation life.

Reconstruction

Riots --Oklahoma --Tulsa. Tulsa (Okla.) --Riot, 1921.
Riots --United States --History.

Slave insurrections --United States.

Slavery --United States

Spanish-American War, 1898 --Afro-American troops.
Tulsa (Okla.) --Race relations --History --20th century.
United States --History --Revolution, 1775-1783 --Afro-Americans.
United States. Army

United States. Navy .

United States Military Academy

United States --Social conditions --1960-

Vietnamese Conflict, 1961-1975

White supremacy movements --United States --History.
World War, 1914-1918.

World War, 1939-1945
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List of Series

Series |: Tulsa Race Riot

Series I1: Other Riots

Series I11: The Military & Civil Unrest
Series IV: Maps

Series V: Books

Series I: Tulsa Race Riot

Container List

Materials are arranged in chronological order for items with dates, with other items related to the
riot following.

Box Folder Description

1 1 National Guard and Tulsa Race Riot Report, June 3, 1921

2 1 Oklahoma National Guard, orders, reports and information, May —
Dec. 1921

1 2 Interviews concerning the Tulsa Race Riot, 1937 to 1994

1 3 “Impact”, Vol. 4, June — July ,1971

1 4 T.J. Essley Interview transcript, Summer, 1987

1 5 Appendix D, Enrolled House Joint Resolution No. 1035, With

Critique. Passed the Oklahoma Senate, April 7, 1997; Passed the
Oklahoma House of Representatives, April 16, 1997 to create the
Tulsa Race Riot Commission

1 6 Preliminary Report of the Oklahoma Legislative Commission to Study
the Tulsa Race Riot of 1921, Feb. 4, 2000

1 7 The Tulsa Race Riot of 1921: A Historical and Scientific Report
edited by John Hope Franklin and Scott Ellsworth, June 15, 2000

1 8 Memorandum to: Tulsa Race Riot Commission, Subject: National
Guard Actions During the Tulsa Race Riot of 1921, December 14,
2000

1 9 1921 Tulsa Race Riot: Historical Context and Consequences,

American Inns of Court Council Oak Chapter, Pupillage Group 4,
January 10 2001

1 10 Oklahoma Uniform Jury Instructions; Oklahoma Jury Instructions —
Criminal, chapter 8, B. Defense of Property; printout from Oklahoma
State Courts Network, February 22, 2001

Box Folder Description



11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
23

24

25

Tulsa Race Riot: A Report by the Oklahoma Commission to Study the
Tulsa Race Riot of 1921, February 28, 2001 (1 of 2)

Tulsa Race Riot: A Report by the Oklahoma Commission to Study the
Tulsa Race Riot of 1921, February 28, 2001 (2 of 2)

Lawsuit filed by John Melvin Alexander, et. al., first amended
complaint, filed, February 28, 2003

United States District Court for the Northern District of Oklahoma;
John Melvin Alexander, et al Plaintiffs v. The State of Oklahoma; The
City of Tulsa; The Chief of Police of the City of Tulsa (in his official
capacity); The City of Tulsa Police Department; et al., Plaintiffs’
Response to the City of Tulsa’s First Request for Admissions and
Interrogatory Regarding Denials [August, 23] 2003

United States District Court for the Northern District of Oklahoma;
John Melvin Alexander, et al Plaintiffs v. the State of Oklahoma; The
City of Tulsa; The Chief of Police of the City of Tulsa (in his official
capacity); The City of Tulsa Police Department; et. al., City’s
Application for Leave to File Reply to Plaintiffs’ response to
Defendant City’s Motion to dismiss and Alternative Motion for
Summary Judgment, filed Dec. 29, 2003

United States District Court for the Northern District of Oklahoma;
John Melvin Alexander, et al Plaintiffs v. the State of Oklahoma; The
City of Tulsa; The Chief of Police of the City of Tulsa (in his official
capacity); The City of Tulsa Police Department; et. al., Order, filed
Mar. 19, 2004

The Oklahoma National Guard in the Tulsa Race Riot: Tentative
Summary of Findings; no date

“A Conspiracy of Silence” from National Public Radio: This Is
“Horizons,” no date

4 copy photographs of the aftermath of the Tulsa Race Riot
Clippings concerning the Tulsa Race Riot from Tulsa and Bartlesville
Oklahoma; St. Louis, Missouri; and Chicago, Illinois newspapers,
1921-1926

“Down in the Flood”: Caste, Justice, and the Tulsa Riot of 1921,
Daniel Alexander Ewing, Harvard University, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, March 20, 2003

The Home Guard by Robert Norris, Jr.

Legal and Tactical Considerations affecting the Employment of the
Military in the Suppression of Mobs by Richard W. Young, LLB,
Lieut. Fifth U. S. Artillery; Journal of Military Service Institution of
the United States, vol. IX, 1888

Cronley, Connie, “That Ugly Day in May” Oklahoma Monthly,
August, 1976, p.26-34

The Oklahoma National Guard and the Tulsa Race Riot of 1921: A
Historical, Tactical and Legal Analysis, Robert D. Norris, Jr., and
cover letter, May 2, 2001




Box

[

Folder Description

26

27

28

29

30

31
32

The Oklahoma National Guard and the Tulsa Race Riot of 1921: A
Historical, Tactical and Legal Analysis, Robert D. Norris, J, edited
version

Reconstructing the Dreamland Reparations for the Tulsa Race Riot of
1921, Alfred L. Bropy

Reparations for the Tulsa Race Riot, Dr. Gary Blaine: Hope Unitarian
Church, A Sermon Delivered January 15, 2000

Mount Zion, the Church Faith Built... Then Rebuilt: A Story of
Renaissance

Tulsa Today, FeaTureS, printed from
http://www.tulsatoday.com/racewar.htm, 2/29/2000

Avrticles on the Tulsa Race Riot from black journals, 1959, 2000
Photocopies of articles, reports and papers concerning the Tulsa Race
Riot

Series I1: Other Riots

Container List:

Materials are arranged in chronological order.

Box
1

1
1
1

-

Folder Description

33
34
35
36

37
38

Bristol Bridge, England, 1793

Aster Place, New York, New York, May 10, 1849

Memphis, Tennessee, 1866

Senechal, Roberta Howe. In Lincoln’s Shadow: The Springfield,
Illinois, Race Riot of 1908; Ph.D. dissertation, University of Virginia,
May 1986

Chicago, Illinois, 1919

Graham, North Carolina; Biennial Report of the Adjutant General of
the State of North Carolina for the Years of 1919-1920


http://www.tulsatoday.com/racewar.htm

Series I11: Military and Civil Unrest

Container List:

Materials are arranged in chronological order.

Box Folder
1 39
Box Folder
1 40
1 41
1 42
1 43
1 44
1 45
1 46

Description
Young, Richard W., Mob and Military, Military Service Institution,
1888, no date, pp. 249-286

Description

Alexander, Winthrop, Ten Years of Riot Duty, Journal of the Military
Service Institution of the United States, Vol. X1V, No. LXXXII, July
1896, pp. 1-62

Wells-Barnett, Ida B., Lynch Law in Georgia, Chicago: Chicago
Colored Citizens, [1899]

Report of the Chief of the Militia Bureau Relative to The National
Guard and The United States Guards, Annual Reports, War
Department, Period of July 1, 1918, to June 30, 1919, Washington:
GPO, 1919, pp. 52-53, 64-91

Judicial Punishments for Attempted Lynchings, 1930-1932
Grimshaw, Allen, A Study in Social Violence: Urban Race Riots in
the United States, dissertation, University of Pennsylvania, 1959
Grimshaw, Allen D., Urban Racial Violence in the United States
Changing Ecological Considerations, American Journal of Sociology,
Vol. 66, No. 2, Sept., 1960, pp 109-119

White, Walter. | Investigate Lynchings, American Mercury, pp.77-84,
no date, photocopy

Series IV: Maps

Container List:

Materials are arranged in chronological order.

Box Folder Description

Map 59
Drawer
2 2

Seminole County, Oklahoma, map centered on 35" latitude and
between 97" and 99 ¥ longitude; depicting route between Fort
Arbuckle, Clear Creek, the Delaware and Texas Indians and
return to Fort Arbuckle, noting 10 camp sites [1883]

Tulsa, Oklahoma street maps of the African-American sections,
1921



Series V: Books

Container List:

Books are arranged alphabetically by author surname.

Box #

T#
T104

T114

T117

T116

T115

T376

T377

T414

T415

T101

T111

T113

T112

T110

T109

Description

Adams, Julius J. The Challenge: A Study in Negro Leadership. New York:
W. Malliet, 1949.

Aleckson, Sam. Before the War and After the Union: An Autobiography.
Boston: Gold Mind Publishing Company, ¢1929.

Alexander, Charles C. The Ku Klux Klan in the Southwest. Lexington, KY:
University of Kentucky Press, 1965.

Alexander, Charles. Battles and Victories of Allen Allensworth, Lieutenant-
Colonel, Retired, U.S. Army. Boston: Sherman, French, & Company, 1914,
Alexander, William T. History of the Colored Race in America. Containing
also Their Ancient and Modern Life in Africa. The Origin and Development
of Slavery in the Old World, and Its Introduction on the American Continent;
The Slave Trade; Slavery, and Its Abolition in Europe and America. The Civil
War, Emancipation, Education and Advancement of the Colored Race, Their
Civil and Political Rights. 3rd. ed. Kansas City, MO: Palmetto Publishing
Company, 1888.

American Battle Monuments Commission. Ninety-second Division, Summary
of Operations in the World War. Washington, D.C.: U.S. G.P.O., 1944,
American Battle Monuments Commission. Ninety-third Division, Summary of
Operations in the World War. Washington, D.C.: U.S. G.P.O., 1944.
American Inns of Court Foundation, Council Oak Chapter. 1921 Tulsa Race
Riot: Historical Context and Consequences. Tulsa, OK: Greenwood Cultural
Center, Pupillage Group 4, 2001.

American Inns of Court Foundation, Council Oak Chapter.1921 Tulsa Race
Riot: Historical Context and Consequences. Tulsa, OK: Greenwood Cultural
Center, Pupillage Group 4, 2001. Second copy.

Aptheker, Herbert. A Documentary History of the Negro People in the United
States. 1sted. New York: Citadel Press, c1951.

Aptheker, Herbert. Negro Slave Revolts in the United States, 1526-1860.
New York: International Publishers, c1939.

Aptheker, Herbert. The Negro in the American Revolution. New York:
International Publishers, c1940.

Aptheker, Herbert. The Negro in the Civil War. New York: International
Publishers, c1938.

Aptheker, Herbert. To Be Free: Studies in American Negro History. 2nd ed.
New York: International Publishers, 1968.

Aptheker, Herbert. Toward Negro Freedom. New York: New Century,
1956.



T100

T106

T103

T094

T150

T161

T088

T251

T286

T093

T092
T014
T108
T096
T095
T371
T162

T327

T151

T154

Armstrong, O. K. Old Massa’s People: The Old Slaves Tell Their Story.
1st. ed. Indianapolis, IN: Bobbs-Merrill, c1931.

Arnold, Thomas St. John. Buffalo Soldiers: The 92nd Infantry Division and
Reinforcements in World War 11, 1942-1945. Manhattan, KS: Sunflower
University Press, ¢1990.

Assensoh, A. B. and Yvette M. Alex-Assensoh. African Military History
& Politics: Coups and Ideological Incursions, 1900-Present. New York:
Palgrave, 2001.

Astor, Gerald. The Right to Fight: A History of African Americans in the
Military. Novato, CA: Presidio, c1998.

Bain, David Haward. Sitting in Darkness: Americans in the Philippines.
Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1984.

Baker, Ray Stannard. Following the Color Line: An Account of Negro
Citizenship in the American Democracy. New York: Doubleday, Page &
Company, 1908.

Barbeau, Arthur E. and Florette Henri. The Unknown Soldiers: Black
American Troops in World War 1. Philadelphia: Temple University Press,
1974.

Bargar, Byron Lakin. The Law and Customs of Riot Duty: A Guide for
National Guard Officers and Civil Authorities, with Commentaries on Federal
Aid. Columbus, OH: The Author, 1907.

Barrett, Charles Franklin. Oklahoma after Fifty Years: A History of the
Sooner State and Its People, 1889-1939. Hopkinsville, KY; Oklahoma City,
OK: Historical Record Association, 1941.

Barrow, Charles Kelly. Forgotten Confederates: An Anthology about Black
Southerners. J.H. Segars and R.B. Rosenburg, eds. Journal of Confederate
History Series. Vol. 14. Atlanta, GA: Southern Heritage Press, c1995.
Beach, E. Merrill. From Valley Forge to Freedom: A Story of a Black Patriot.
1sted. Chester, CT: Pequot Press, 1975.

Beecham, R. K. As If It Were Glory: Robert Beecham’s Civil War from the
Iron Brigade to the Black Regiments. 1sted. Madison, WI: Madison House,
1998.

Beecher, John. All Brave Sailors. New York: L. B. Fischer, 1945.
Bellah, James Warner. Reveille. Greenwich, CT: Fawcett, 1962.

Bellah, James Warner. Sergeant Rutledge. New York: Bantam Books, c1960
Bellows, Henry Adams. A Treatise on Riot Duty for the National Guard.
Washington, D.C.: U.S. G.P.O., 1920.

Bennett, Lerone. Before the Mayflower: A History of the Negro in America,
1619-1962. Chicago: Johnson Publishing Company, 1962.

Bergeron, Arthur W., Jr. Black Southerners in Gray: Essays on Afro-
Americans in Confederate Armies. Edited by Richard Rollins. Journal of
Confederate History Series; vol. 11. Murfreesboro, TN: Southern Heritage
Press, c1994.

Bergman, Peter M. et. al. The Chronological History of the Negro in
America. New York: Harper & Row, c1969.
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